
 

Middle School Reads 
Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin  

When a storm hits their rural town, rivers 

overflow, the roads are flooded, and 

Rain goes missing. Rose's father should-

n't have let Rain out. Now Rose has to 

find her dog, even if it means leaving her 

routines and safe places to search.   

The Nest by Kenneth Oppel 

An anxious boy becomes convinced that 

angels will save his sick baby brother. 

But these are creatures of evil and their 

plan for the baby has a twist.  Horror 

perfect for middle school. 

Pax by Sara Pennypacker 

Pax and Peter have been inseparable 

ever since Peter rescued him as a kit. 

But one day, the unimaginable happens: 

Peter's dad enlists in the military and 

makes him return the fox to the wild.  

Peter realizes his mistake and takes off 

on a journey to find his fox.  

Echo:  A Novel by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto 

meets three mysterious sisters and    

suddenly finds himself entwined in a 

puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a 

promise, and a harmonica.  Told from 

three points of view, all the stories     

converge in a satisfying ending.  

The Marvels by Brian Selznick 

The illustrated story begins in 1766 with 

Billy Marvel, the lone survivor of a ship-

wreck, and charts the adventures of his 

family of actors over five generations. 

The prose story opens in 1990 and   

follows Joseph, who has run away from 

school to an estranged uncle's puzzling 

house in London.  

Created by:  Teen Librarians in Monroe  

County Library System.  June, 2016. 

The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin 

After her best friend dies in a drowning  

accident, Suzy is convinced that the true 

cause of the tragedy must have been a rare 

jellyfish sting-things don't just happen for no 

reason.  

A Curious Tale of the In-Between by Lauren 

DeStefano 

Pram Bellamy possesses a strange talent: 

she can see and hear ghosts. Sadly, her 

gift makes fitting in at school a challenge, 

so she prefers the company of her books 

and her ghostly friend, Felix—until she 

meets Clarence. 

 

Goodbye Stranger by Rebecca Stead 

Three girls are best friends with one rule: 

No fighting. Can it get them through       

seventh grade? Bridget, Emily and Tabitha 

try to get through the changes of middle 

school.  

 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline      

Woodson 

Jacqueline Woodson, one of today's finest 

writers, tells the moving story of her        

childhood in mesmerizing verse.  

 

 

Unfriended by Rachel Vail 

When Truly is invited to the popular table by 

her former best friend, Natasha, she is excit-

ed to finally get a chance at the "in" crowd. 

Unsure if she is really accepted by them, she 

worries about saying the wrong thing.   



The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 

Two African-American twin brothers  

share a love for basketball but find 

themselves drifting apart as they 

head into their junior high 

school years. Novel in verse. 

 

 Sidekicked by John David Anderson 

Drew is possessed of super senses - 

his hearing, sight, taste, touch, and 

smell are the most powerful on the 

planet - making him literally the most 

sensitive kid in school.  He finds 

middle school can be a drag- even 

with superpowers. Humorous! 

Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate 

Crenshaw is a cat. He's large, he's 

outspoken, and he's imaginary. He 

has come back into Jackson's life to 

help him. But is an imaginary friend 

enough to save this family from   

losing everything?  

Circus Mirandus by Cassie Beasley 

Micah's grandfather is gravely ill. He 

tells his grandson about a magic 

circus he visited as a boy, where he 

was promised a miracle by a man 

who can bend light. Micah wants to 

find out the truth about the Circus     

Mirandus before it's too late. 

El Deafo by CeCe Bell 

Cece Bell chronicles her hearing loss 

at a young age and her subsequent 

experiences with the Phonic Ear, a 

very powerful—and very awkward—

hearing aid.    A funny and poignant 

graphic novel. 

 

The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly 

Brubaker Bradley 

Set against a backdrop of war, Ada’s per-

sonal fight for freedom and ultimate triumph 

are cause for celebration.  Being evacuated 

from her cruel mother during the London 

bombing raids opens doors for Ada and her 

brother Jamie.  

 Fort by Cynthia DeFelice 

When bullies J.R. and Morrie threaten to 

destroy their beloved fort, Wyatt and Augie 

join forces with their developmentally    

disabled neighbor Gerard who is also being 

bullied, and together they execute         

Operation Doom.  

Stella by Starlight by Sharon M. Draper 

When a burning cross set by the Klan  

causes panic and fear in 1932 Bumblebee, 

North Carolina, fifth-grader Stella must face 

prejudice and find the strength to demand 

change in her segregated town.   

 

George by Alex Gino 

When people look at George, they think 

they see a boy. But she knows she's not a 

boy. She knows she's a girl. When her 

class does the play “Charlotte’s Web”, 

George devises a plan to show everyone 

who she really is.  

 

Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Olympics by Chris 

Grabenstein 

Can Mr. Lemoncello find the real defenders 

of books and champions of libraries? 

Packed with puzzles, clues, and thrilling 

surprises, this is a fun sequel to Escape 

from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library.   

Lost in the Sun by Lisa Graff 

Seven months ago, a freak accident on 

Cedar Lake left one kid dead, and Trent 

Zimmerman with a brain full of thoughts 

he can’t shake. Even playing baseball 

doesn't make him happy anymore—until 

he meets Fallon Little.  

The Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer L. 

Holm 

Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked 

change. She misses fifth grade. She 

misses her old best friend. Then one 

day a strange boy shows up. And  

weirdly enough . . . he looks a lot like 

Ellie’s grandfather.   

Fish in a Tree by Linda Mullaly Hunt 

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot 

of people. She can’t read, and won’t ask 

for help.  However, her newest teacher 

Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid 

underneath the trouble maker.   

 

Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson 

For most of her twelve years, Astrid has 

done everything with her best friend 

Nicole. But after Astrid falls in love with 

roller derby and signs up for derby 

camp, Nicole decides to go to dance 

camp instead. And so begins the most 

difficult summer of Astrid's life 

Fast Break by Mike Lupica 

Basketball star Jayson Barnes is tired 

of scrounging for food and wearing too-

small sneakers. He grew up in public 

housing and is having a hard time   

adjusting to his new foster family.  Will 

a basketball game against his old 

school help to turn his life around? 


