
 

 
The Michael L. Printz Award is an award for a book 
that exemplifies literary excellence in young adult 
literature. It is named for a Topeka, Kansas school 

librarian who was a long-time active member of the 
Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) of 

the American Library Association (ALA). 
                                       
Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson 2000 Honor 
A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a 
devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in HS. 
 
Ship Breaker, Paolo Bacigalupi 2011 Award 
In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges 
copper wiring from grounded oil tankers for a 
living, but when he finds a beached clipper ship 
with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he 
should strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the girl.  
 
Tales of the Madman Underground: An Historical 
Romance, 1973, John Barnes 2010 Honor 
Karl Shoemaker wants to begin his senior year with 
a new identity separate from his counseling group, 
his alcoholic mother and legacy of his dead father. 
 
Going Bovine, Libba Bray 2010 Award 
Cameron Smith, a disaffected sixteen year-old who, 
after being diagnosed with Creutzfeld Jakob's (aka 
mad cow) disease, sets off on a road trip with a 
death-obsessed video gaming dwarf he meets in the 
hospital in an attempt to find a cure.  
  
The White Bicycle, Beverley Brenna 2013 Honor 
Taylor Jane Simon, an 18-year-old girl with 
Asperger's Syndrome, travels to France, as she 
struggles to become independent of her mother and 
meets a new mentor. 
 
Stolen, Lucy Christopher 2011 Honor 
Sixteen-year-old Gemma, a British city-dweller, is 
abducted while on vacation with her parents and 
taken to the Australian outback, where she soon 
realizes that escape attempts are futile, and in time 
she learns that her captor is not as despicable as she 
first believed.  
 
One Whole and Perfect Day, Judith Clarke  
2008 Honor 
As her irritating family prepares to celebrate her 
grandfather's eightieth birthday, sixteen-year-old 
Lily yearns for just one whole perfect day together. 
 

Kingdom of Little Wounds, Susann Cokal 2014 
Honor 
On the eve of Princess Sophia's wedding the 
Scandinavian city of Skyggehavn prepares to fete the 
occasion with a sumptuous display of riches. Yet 
beneath the veneer of celebration, a shiver of 
darkness creeps through the palace halls.  
 
Maggot Moon, Sally Gardner 2014 Honor 
An unlikely teenager risks all to expose the truth 
about a heralded moon landing. What if the football 
hadn't gone over the wall. On the other side of the 
wall there is a dark secret. And the devil. And the 
Moon Man. And the Motherland doesn't want 
anyone to know. 
 
A Northern Light, Jennifer Donnelly 2004 Honor 
In 1906, 16-year-old Mattie, determined to attend 
college and be a writer against the wishes of her 
father and fiancé, takes a job at a summer inn where 
she discovers the truth about the death of a guest.  
 
The Carnival at Bray, Jessie Ann Foley 2015 Honor 
In 1993, Maggie is dismayed to leave Chicago and 
her beloved Uncle Kevin behind when she moves to 
a small Irish town. Yet it is within this evocative 
setting that Foley unwinds Maggie’s exceptional 
coming-of-age tale, where Maggie discovers music 
and forgiveness as antidotes for grief 
 
The House of the Scorpion, Nancy Farmer 
2003 Printz Honor, 2003 Newbery Honor 
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt 
enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, 
the142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire 
nestled between Mexico and the United States. 
 
My Heartbeat, Garret Freymann-Weyr 2003 Honor 
As she tries to understand the closeness between her 
older brother and his best friend, 14-year-old Ellen 
finds her relationship with each of them changing.  
   
Hole in My Life, Jack Gantos 2003 Honor 
The author relates how, as a young adult, he became 
a drug user and smuggler, was arrested, did time in 
prison, and eventually got out and went to college, 
all the while hoping to become a writer.  
 
Fat Kid Rules the World, K.L. Going 2004 Honor 
Seventeen-year-old Troy, depressed, suicidal, and 
weighing nearly 300 pounds, gets a new perspective 
on life when a homeless teenager who is a genius on 
guitar wants Troy to be the drummer in his band.  
 

An Abundance of Katherines, John Green 2007 
Honor 
Having been recently dumped for the nineteenth 
time by a girl named Katherine, recent high school 
graduate and former child prodigy Colin sets off on 
a road trip with his best friend to try to find some 
new direction in life while also trying to create a 
mathematical formula to explain his relationships. 
 

Looking for Alaska, John Green 2006 Award 
Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek 
Preparatory School in Alabama includes good friends 
and great pranks, but is defined by the search for 
answers about life and death after a fatal car crash. 
 

Why We Broke Up, Daniel Handler 2012 Honor 
16-year-old Min Green writes a letter to Ed Slaterton 
in which she breaks up with him, documenting their 
relationship and how items in the accompanying 
box, from bottle caps to a cookbook, foretell the end.  
 

Surrender, Sonya Hartnett 2007 Honor 
As he is dying, a twenty-year-old man known as 
Gabriel recounts his troubled childhood and his 
strange relationship with a dangerous counterpart.  
 

 
 

Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith, 
Deborah Heiligman 2010 Honor 
Once Charles Darwin sets his rational mind to 
marry Emma Wedgeworth, they both must take a 
leap of faith in order to build a life together. 
 

The Returning, Christine Hinwood, 2012 Honor  
When the twelve-year war between the Uplanders 
and Downlanders is over and Cam returns home, 
questions dog him, from how he lost an arm to why 
he was the only one of his fellow soldiers to survive, 
such that he must leave until his own suspicions are 
resolved.  
 

And We Stay, Jenny Hubbard 2015 Honor 
Sent to an Amherst, Massachusetts, boarding school 
after her ex-boyfriend shoots himself, seventeen-
year-old Emily expresses herself through poetry as 
she relives their relationship, copes with her guilt, 
and d begins to heal. 
 

Repossessed, A.M. Jenkins 2008 Honor 
A fallen angel, tired of being unappreciated while 
doing his pointless, demeaning job, leaves Hell, 
enters the body of a seventeen-year-old boy, and 
tries to experience the full range of human feelings 
before being caught and punished, while the boy's 
family and friends puzzle over his changed 
behavior.  

The First Part Last, Angela Johnson 2004 Award 
Bobby's carefree teenage life changes forever when 
he becomes a father and must care for his adored 
baby daughter.   
                                      
Please Ignore Vera Dietz, A.S. King 2011 Honor 
When her best friend, whom she secretly loves, 
betrays her and then dies under mysterious 
circumstances, high school senior Vera Dietz 
struggles with secrets that could help clear his name.  
 
In Darkness, Nick Lake 2013 Award 
In the aftermath of the Haitian earthquake, 15-year-
old Shorty, a poor gang member from the slums of 
Site Soleil, is trapped in the rubble of a ruined 
hospital, and as he grows weaker he has visions and 
memories of his life of violence, his lost twin sister, 
and of Toussaint L'Ouverture, who liberated Haiti 
from French rule. 
 
The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks,  
E. Lockhart 2009 Honor 
Frankie starts dating senior Matthew Livingston, but 
when he refuses to talk about the all-male secret 
society that he and his friends belong to, Frankie 
infiltrates the society in order to enliven their 
mediocre pranks.  
 
The Earth, My Butt and Other Big Round Things,  
Carolyn Mackler 2004 Honor 
Feeling like she does not fit in with the other 
members of her family, who are all thin, brilliant, 
and good-looking, fifteen-year-old Virginia tries to 
deal with her self-image, her first physical 
relationship, and her disillusionment with some of 
the people closest to her.   
  
Monster, Walter Dean Myers 2000 Award 
While on trial as an accomplice to a murder,                
16-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences 
in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film 
script as he comes to terms with the course his life 
has taken.              
 
Airborn, Kenneth Oppel 2005 Honor 
Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, 
a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, 
team up to search for the existence of mysterious 
winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet 
above the Earth's surface.                                                   
 
 

I’ll Give You the Sun, Jandy Nelson  2015 Award 
A story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal told 
from different points in time, and in separate voices, 
by artists Jude and her twin brother Noah. 



 
 

Out of Darkness, Ashley Hope Pérez 2016 Honor 
Loosely based on a school explosion that took place 
in New London, Texas in 1937, this is the story of 
two teenagers: Naomi, who is Mexican, and Wash, 
who is black, and their dealings with race, 
segregation, love, and the forces that destroy people.  
            
Dodger, Terry Pratchett 2013 Honor 
In an alternative version of Victorian London, a 17-
year-old Dodger, a cunning street urchin, 
unexpectedly rises in life when he saves a mysterious 
girl, meets Charles Dickens, and unintentionally puts 
a stop to the murders of Sweeny Todd. 
 
How I Live Now, Meg Rosoff 2005 Award 
To get away from her pregnant stepmother in New 
York City, fifteen-year-old Daisy goes to England to 
stay with her aunt and cousins, with whom she 
instantly bonds, but soon war breaks out and rips 
apart the family while devastating the land.  
 
Eleanor & Park, Rainbow Rowell 2014 Honor 
Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this 
is the story of two star-crossed misfits--smart 
enough to know that first love almost never lasts, but 
brave and desperate enough to try.  
 
Bone Gap, Laura Ruby 2016 Award 
Eighteen-year-old Finn, an outsider in his quiet 
Midwestern town, is the only witness to the 
abduction of town favorite Roza, but his inability to 
distinguish between faces makes it difficult for him 
to help with the investigation, and subjects him to 
even more ridicule and bullying.  
 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the 
Universe, Benjamine Alire Sáenz 2013 Honor 
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. 
Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of 
looking at the world. When they meet at the 
swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in 
common. But as the two start spending time 
together, they discover they share a special kind of 
friendship--the kind that changes lives. 
 
Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy,  
Gary D. Schmidt 2005 Honor 
In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of 
Phippsburg, Maine, but things improve when he 
meets Lizzie Bright, a girl from a poor, nearby island 
community founded by former slaves that the town 
fathers want to change into a tourist spot. 

Ghosts of Heaven, Marcus Sedgwick 2016 Honor 
Connects four seemingly disparate stories, each of 
which feature a character haunted by the ever-
present shape of a spiral. Spanning time & space, 
each story raises questions about human nature. 
 
Midwinter Blood, Marcus Sedgwick 2014 Award 
Seven linked vignettes unfold on a Scandinavian 
island inhabited, throughout various time periods, 
by Vikings, vampires, ghosts, and a curiously 
powerful plant. 
 
Jasper Jones, Craig Silvey 2012 Honor 
In small-town Australia, teens Jasper and Charlie 
form an unlikely friendship when one asks the other 
to help him cover up a murder until they can prove 
who is responsible.  
 
Grasshopper Jungle, Andrew Smith 
Austin narrates the end of humanity as he and his 
best friend Robby accidentally unleash an army of 
giant, unstoppable bugs and uncover the secrets of a 
decades-old experiment gone terribly wrong. 
 
The Scorpio Races, Maggie Stiefvater 2012 Honor 
Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean 
Kendrick competes against Puck Connolly, the first 
girl ever to ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both 
trying to keep hold of their dangerous water horses 
long enough to make it to the finish line.  
 
This One Summer, Mariko Tamaki 2015 Honor 
Graphic Novel, illustrated by Jillian Tamaki 
Adolescence in its precarious first bloom is the 
subject of this sensitive graphic novel. The team of 
Mariko and Jillian Tamaki show and tell us of one 
special summer in Rose’s life, in a brilliant flow of 
pictures and text. 
 
Nothing, Janne Teller 2011 Honor 
When thirteen-year-old Pierre Anthon leaves school 
to sit in a plum tree and train for becoming part of 
nothing, his seventh grade classmates set out on a 
desperate quest for the meaning of life.  
 
Stuck in Neutral, Terry Trueman 2001 Honor 
14-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from 
severe cerebral palsy and cannot function, relates his 
perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, 
as he believes his father is planning to kill him.   
  
Navigating Early, Clare Vanderpool 2014 Honor 
An adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the 
Appalachian Trail where they deal with pirates, 
buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters. 

 
Code Name Verity, Elizabeth Wein 2013 Honor 
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-
occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of 
friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she 
relates what she must to survive while keeping 
secret all that she can.  

 
Where Things Come Back, John Corey Whaley  
2012 Award 
17-year-old Cullen's summer in Lily, Arkansas, is 
marked by his cousin's death by overdose, an alleged 
spotting of a woodpecker thought to be extinct, 
failed romances, and his brother's sudden 
disappearance.  

 
The Monstrumologist, Rick Yancey 2010 Honor 
In 1888, twelve-year-old Will Henry chronicles his 
apprenticeship with Dr. Warthrop, a scientist who 
hunts and studies real-life monsters, as they discover 
and attempt to destroy a pod of Anthropophagi.  
 
American Born Chinese, Gene Luen Yang  
2007 Award                                     
Alternates three interrelated stories about the 
problems of young Chinese Americans trying to 
participate in the popular culture. (Graphic Novel) 
 
The Book Thief, Marcus Zusak 2007 Honor 
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, 
Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German 
girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents 
help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are 
hiding, as well as their neighbors. 
 
I Am the Messenger, Marcus Zusak 2006 Honor 
After capturing a bank robber, a19-year-old cab 
driver begins receiving mysterious messages that 
direct him to where people need help, and he begins 
getting over his feeling of worthlessness.  
 

 
 

For additional award-winning titles for teens visit: 
www.ala.org/yalsa  

 
 

This list was compiled by Stephanie A. Squicciarini,  
Teen Services Librarian, Fairport Public Library. 

Updated: January 2016 
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