
Where the Red Fern Grows, 

Wilson Rawls 
An inseparable threesome, they ranged 

the hills and river bottoms of Cherokee 

country. Old Dan had the brawn, Little 

Ann had the brains -- and Billy trained 

them to be the finest hunting team in 

the valley. Glory and victory were 

theirs, but sadness waited too.  
 

The Knife of Never Letting Go, 

Patrick Ness 
Pursued by power-hungry Prentiss and 

mad minister Aaron, young Todd and 

Viola set out across New World 

searching for answers about his 

colony's true past and seeking a way 

to warn the ship bringing hopeful 

settlers from Old World.  First in the 

amazing Chaos Walking trilogy. 

 

Graceling, Kristin Cashore 
In a world where some people are 

born with extreme and often feared 

skills called Graces, Katsa struggles 

for redemption from her own 

horrifying Grace, the Grace of killing, 

and teams up with another young 

fighter to save their land from a 

corrupt king.  First in a trilogy. 

 

Everybody Sees the Ants, 

A. S. King 
Lucky didn't ask for his life. He didn't 

ask his grandfather not to come 

home from the Vietnam War. He 

didn't ask for a father who never got 

over it. He didn't ask for a mother 

who keeps pretending their family is 

fine. And he certainly didn't ask to be 

the recipient of Nader McMillan's relentless bullying, 

which has finally gone too far. 
 

Crank, Ellen Hopkins 
Kristina  is the perfect daughter: gifted 

high school junior, quiet, never any 

trouble. On a trip to visit her absentee 

father, Kristina disappears and Bree 

takes her place. Bree is the exact 

opposite of Kristina -- she's fearless.  

Little Brother, Cory Doctorow 
After being interrogated for days by 

the Department of Homeland Security 

in the aftermath of a major terrorist 

attack on San Francisco, seventeen-

year-old Marcus, released into what is 

now a police state, decides to use his 

expertise in computer hacking to set 

things right.  
 

The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 
Liesel is a foster girl living outside of 

Munich during World War II. She 

scratches out an existence by stealing 

when she encounters something she 

can't resist-books. She learns to read, 

and shares her stolen books with her 

neighbors, as well as with the Jewish 

man hidden in her basement . 
 

The Raven Boys,  

Maggie Stiefvater 
Every year, Blue stands next to her 

mother as the soon-to-be dead walk 

past. Blue has never seen them until 

this year, when a boy emerges and 

speaks directly to her. His name is 

Gansey and Blue discovers that he is 

a student at the local private school. 

Blue is drawn to Gansey and to his 

quest in a way she can't entirely explain. Series. 
 

Star Girl, Jerry Spinelli 
From the day she arrives at quiet Mica 

High in a burst of color and sound, the 

hallways hum with the murmur of 

"Stargirl, Stargirl." She captures Leo 

Borlock's heart with just one smile. She 

sparks a school-spirit revolution with 

just one cheer. The students of Mica 

High are enchanted. At first. 

 

Hope Was Here, Joan Bauer 
Hope and her aunt move to Wisconsin 

to take over a local diner. They find that 

the owner isn't quite ready to give up 

yet. He's decided to run for mayor. As 

Hope starts to make her place at the 

diner, finds herself caught up in his 

campaign. Everyone can use a little hope. 

House of Scorpion,  

Nancy Farmer 
Matteo was not born; he was 

harvested from the womb of a cow.  

His DNA came from El Patrón, lord of a 

country called Opium, between the 

United States and what was once 

called Mexico. He is a boy now, but 

most consider him a monster.  El Patrón loves Matt as 

he loves himself, because Matt is himself.  

 

Inkheart, Cornelia Funke 
Meggie lives a quiet life alone with 

her father, who has a deep secret-- 

he posseses an extraordinary 

magical power. One day a mysterious 

stranger arrives.  Who is this sinister 

character and what does he want? 

Meggie is involved in a game of escape and intrigue 

as her father's life is put in danger. 
 

The Golden Compass, 

Philip Pullman 
Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra 

Belacqua sets out to prevent her best 

friend and other kidnapped children 

from becoming the subject of gruesome 

experiments in the Far North. The first 

book in the His Dark Materials trilogy. 

 

Unwind, Neal Shusterman 
In a future world where those between 

the ages of thirteen and eighteen can 

have their lives "unwound" and their 

body parts harvested for use by others, 

three teens go to extreme lengths to 

uphold their beliefs--and, perhaps, 

save their own lives.  

 
 

Redwall, Brian Jacques 
   A sinister shadow has fallen across 

the ancient stone abbey of Redwall.  

It is rumored that Cluny, the terrible 

one-eyed rat and his battle-seasoned 

horde are coming to conquer Redwall 

Abbey! The woodland creatures rush 

to a desperate defense. What can an 

abbey of peace-loving mice do 

against Cluny and his army?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hatchet, Gary Paulsen 
Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his 

father when the plane in which he is 

flying crashes. Brian finds himself alone 

in the Canadian wilderness with nothing 

but a tattered windbreaker and the 

hatchet his mother gave him. It will take 

more courage than he knew he possessed to survive. 
  

The Amulet of Samarkand, 

Jonathan Stroud 
Nathaniel, a magician's apprentice, 

summons up the djinni Bartimaeus and 

instructs him to steal the Amulet of 

Samarkand from the powerful magician 

Simon Lovelace. First in a great trilogy. 
 

Just Listen, Sarah Dessen 
Last year, Annabel was "the girl who has 

everything.”  This year, she’s the girl who 

has nothing: no best friend, no peace at 

home, and no one to sit with at lunch. 

Until she meets Owen. Tall, dark, and 

music-obsessed, Owen is a bad boy with 

a commitment to truth-telling. 
 

Shipbreaker, Paolo Bacigalupi 
Nailer, a teenage boy, works 

scavenging for copper wiring from 

grounded oil tankers.   When he 

discovers an exquisite clipper ship 

beached during a recent hurricane, 

Nailer faces the most important 

decision of his life: Strip the ship or 

rescue its lone survivor, a beautiful and wealthy girl.  

  

A Wrinkle in Time,  

Madeleine L’Engle 
Meg Murray, her little brother Charles 

Wallace, and their mother are having a 

snack on a dark and stormy night when 

an unearthly stranger appears at their 

door. He claims to have been blown off 

course, and tells them that there is 

such a thing as a "tesseract," a wrinkle in time. Meg's 

father had been experimenting with time-travel when 

he suddenly disappeared. Will Meg, Charles Wallace, 

and their friend Calvin outwit the forces of evil as 

they search through space for their father?  

The Absolutely True Diary of a 

Part-time Indian, Sherman Alexie 
Junior is a budding cartoonist growing up 

on the Spokane Indian reservation. 

Determined to receive a good education, 

Junior leaves the rez to attend an all-

white school where the only other Indian 

is the school mascot.  Junior attacks life with wit and 

great humor,  and discovers a strength inside of 

himself that he never knew existed.  
 

Wintergirls,  

Laurie Halse Anderson 
Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms 

with her best friend's death from 

anorexia as she struggles with the same 

disorder.  
 

 

The Once and Future King, 

T. H. White 
T.H. White's masterful retelling of the 

saga of King Arthur is a fantasy classic 

as legendary as Excalibur and 

Camelot, and a poignant story of 

adventure, romance, and magic that 

has enchanted readers for 

generations.  
 

Code Name Verity,  

Elizabeth Wein 
1943-A British spy plane crashes in 

Nazi-occupied France. Its pilot and 

passenger are best friends. One of the 

girls has a chance at survival. The other 

has lost the game before it's barely 

begun.  "Verity" is arrested by the 

Gestapo.  As a secret agent captured in enemy 

territory, she's living a spy's worst nightmare. Will 

trading her secrets be enough to save her from the 

enemy?  
 

Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie, 

Jordan Sonnenblick 
When his younger brother is diagnosed 

with leukemia, thirteen-year-old Steven 

tries to deal with his complicated 

emotions, his school life, and his desire 

to support his family. 
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