
Popular: a memoir— 
Maya Van Wagenen 
Documents a high school student’s 
year-long attempt to change her 
social status from that of a misfit 
to a member of the “in” crowd by 

following advice in a 1950s popularity guide, an 
experiment that triggers embarrassment, humor 
and unexpected surprises. 

Big Top Burning: the Story of 
an Arsonist, a Missing Girl, and 
the Greatest Show on Earth—
Laura Woollett
Tells the story of one of the worst 
disasters in American history, the 
1944 Hartford circus fire, which 
claimed the lives of over one hundred people. 

Bomb: the Race to Build – 
and Steal – the World’s Most 
Dangerous Weapon – Steve 
Sheinkin
Recounts the scientific discoveries that 
enabled atom splitting, the military 

intelligence operations that occurred in rival countries, 
and the work of brilliant scientists hidden at Los Alamos.

The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, 
Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil 
Rights—Steve Sheinkin
Presents an account of the 1944 civil 
rights protest involving hundreds of 
African-American Navy servicemen who 
were unjustly charged with mutiny for 
refusing to work in unsafe conditions after the deadly 
Port Chicago explosion. 

Courage Has No Color:  
The True Story of the  
Triple Nickles, America’s  
First Black Paratroopers—
Tanya Lee Stone
Examines the role of African-
Americans in the military  

through the history of the Triple Nickles, America’s 
first black paratroopers, who fought against attacks 
perpetrated on the American West by the Japanese 
during World War II. 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer— 
James Swanson
Tells the story of the pursuit and 
capture of John Wilkes Booth and gives 
a day-by-day account of the wild chase 
to find this killer and his accomplices.
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Symphony for the City of the 
Dead—M.T. Anderson
An account of the Siege of Leningrad 
reveals the role played by Russian 
composer Dmitri Shostakovich and his 
Leningrad Symphony in rallying and 
commemorating their fellow citizens. 

The Nazi Hunters: How a Team of 
Spies and Survivors Captured the 
World’s Most Notorious Nazi— 
Neal Bascomb 
Sixteen years after the end of World War II,  
a team of undercover Israeli agents 
captured the Nazi war criminal, Adolf Eichmann, in a 
remote area of Argentina and brought him to trial in 
Israel for crimes committed during the Holocaust. 

Stonewall—Ann Bausum
A riveting exploration of the  
Stonewall Riots and the national  
Gay Rights movement  
that followed.

Laughing at My Nightmare— 
Shane Burcaw 
With acerbic wit and a hilarious voice, Shane 
Burcaw describes the challenges he faces as 
a 20-year-old with muscular atrophy, from 
awkward handshakes to trying to finding a 
girlfriend and everything in between. 

Enchanted Air: Two Cultures,  
Two Wings: a Memoir— 
Margarita Engle
The first fourteen years of the author’s 
life in poems, telling of her time spent 
between her mother’s native Cuba 
and her home in Los Angeles, until the 

revolution in Cuba dramatically alters relations between 
the two countries she loves. 

The Family Romanov: Murder, 
Rebellion & the Fall of Imperial 
Russia—Candace Fleming
The story of the Russian Revolution, the 
fascinating lives of the Romanov family, 
and the story of their tragic deaths.

First Flight Around the World: the 
Adventures of the American Fliers 
Who Won the Race—Tim Grove
An account of the 1924 race between  
six nations to be the first to circumnavigate 
the globe by airplane describes the efforts 
of the U.S. team as they struggled to overcome limited 
technology, dangerous weather, and unfamiliar cultures. 
 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: 
Knud Peterson and the Churchill 
Club—Phillip Hoose 
The true story of a group of boy resistance 
fighters in Denmark after the Nazi invasion. 

Beyond Magenta: Transgender 
Teens Speak Out—Susan Kuklin
Six teens tell what it is like for them to be 
members of the transgender community.

Becoming Maria: Love and Chaos in 
the South Bronx—Sonia Manzano
Known for her role as Maria on Sesame 
Street, this is the story of actress and writer 
Sonia Manzano. When readers meet young 
Sonia, she is a child living with an alcoholic 
father amidst the squalor of a boisterous 

home that is filled with noisy relatives and nosy neighbors. 
It is Sonia’s dream of becoming an actress that keeps her 
afloat among the turbulence of her life and times. 

The Freedom Summer Murders – 
Don Mitchell 
Traces the events surrounding the  
KKK lynching of three young civil  
rights activists who were trying to 
register African Americans for the  
vote in June 1964.

This Strange Wilderness: the 
Life and Art of John James 
Audubon—Nancy Plain
Describes how the writer and 
naturalist set about recording in both 
word and image the birds of North 
America, and details the legacy his 
work has left behind. 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsburg 
and the Secret History of the 
Vietnam War—Steve Sheinkin 
The story of Daniel Ellsberg and 
his decision to steal and publish 
secret documents about America’s 
involvement in the Vietnam War. 

Iron Rails, Iron Men,  
and the Race to  
Link the Nation:  
the Story of the 
Transcontinental 
Railroad— 
Martin W. Sandler 
Traces the competition between two railroad 
companies to build the first cross-country railroad, 
detailing the environmental and industrial dangers  
the tens of thousands of workers faced while working 
to link the nation.
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