
The Game of Love and Death 
by Martha Brockenbrough 
Washington, 1937. Two teens  
become the unwitting pawns in a 
game played by two immortal figures, 
Love and Death. Death’s player, Flora, 
is a singer and aspiring aviatrix; Henry, 
chosen by Love, plays bass and 
baseball.  The game wreaks havoc on 
the lives of their players at a deadly 
cost to both of their families. 

At the Edge of Empire: The Death and 
Life of Zebulon Finch, Vol. 1 
By Daniel Kraus
Illinois, 1896. A swaggering teen 
gangster is gunned down, then 
mysteriously resurrected moments 
later without the need for food, drink, 
or sleep. Through the years, he 
endures the life of a traveling 
sideshow attraction, suffers the 
horrors of WWI combat, ekes out a 
living during Prohibition, and falls 
prey to Hollywood's seductive charms.

Scar by J. Albert Mann
New York, 1779. Noah Daniels wants 
nothing more than to fight in George 
Washington’s Continental Army, but a 
childhood accident left him unable to 
enlist. He’s forced to watch from his 
family’s farm in Upstate New York 
until a violent raid on his settlement 
thrusts him into one of the bloodiest 
battles of the American Revolution. 
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The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz 
Pennsylvania, 1911. Fourteen-year-
old Joan yearns for real life and true 
love, just like the heroines in her 
beloved novels. She leaves her family's 
farm to seek a better life for herself in 
Baltimore. Presenting herself as Janet, 
age 18, she finds employment as a 
servant, hoping a hired girl can 
become what a farm girl could only 
dream of: a woman with a future. 

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain 
By John Boyne 
Germany, 1935. After moving into the 
home of Adolf Hitler, Pierrot is thrown 
into a dangerous new world of terror, 
secrets, and betrayal, one from which 
he may never be able to escape.

The Diviners Series by Libba Bray 
New York, 1926. Evie has been 
exiled from her boring hometown 
and shipped off to the big city. When 
a rash of occult-based murders comes 
to light, Evie is right in the thick of the 
investigation. Through it all, Evie has 
a secret: a mysterious power that 
could help catch the killer if he 
doesn’t catch her first.

Stella by Starlight 
By Sharon M. Draper 
North Carolina, 1932. Late one night, 
Stella and her little brother witness the 
Ku Klux Klan burning a cross. As racial 
tensions mount because of an upcoming 
election in her segregated town, Stella's 
community pulls together. They find 
strength and protection against the 
injustices all around them, and Stella 
decides to fight fire with fire.



The Forbidden Orchid 
By Sharon Biggs Waller 
China, 1861.  Elodie is the eldest of ten 
sisters growing up in a small English 
market town. When a bad deal puts her 
family’s business in jeopardy, Elodie 
and her father travel to China in search 
of a rare, valuable orchid.  She finds 
that both the world and her place in it 
are bigger than she dreamed. 

A Madness So Discreet 
By Mindy McGinnis 
Massachusetts, 1890. Dark secrets land 
Grace in an insane asylum. With the help 
of a visiting doctor, Grace escapes to 
Ohio. Continuing to operate under the 
cloak of madness, she hunts a murderer 
while she confronts her own demons.

Outrun the Moon by Stacey Lee
California, 1906. Mercy Wong, 
determined to break from the poverty 
of Chinatown, schemes her way into St. 
Clare’s School for Girls. When an 
earthquake destroys the school, Mercy's 
strong will helps her fight for survival.

Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope Pérez 
Texas, 1937. Naomi and Wash know 
about the color lines in East Texas as well 
as anyone, but sometimes the attraction 
between two people is so powerful it 
breaks through even the strongest barriers 
— but the consequences can be explosive. 

The Girl in the Blue Coat 
By Monica Hesse 
Netherlands, 1943. Hanneke procures 
and delivers black market goods but is 
shocked when a client asks her to find a 
Jewish teen who has vanished. Hanneke is 
drawn into a web of mysteries that open 
her eyes to the horrors of the Nazi war 
machine and compel her to take  action.

 Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 
Prussia, 1945.The lives of Florian, 
Joana, Emilia, and Alfred collide as 
they flee the Soviet advance near 
the end of World War 
II. The story of these teenage 
refugees was inspired by the true but 
little-known tragedy that was the 
sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff—the 
greatest maritime disaster in history. 

Lies We Tell Ourselves 
By Robin Talley 
Virginia, 1959. Sarah is one of the 
first black students to attend a 
previously all-white high school. 
Forced to work on a project with 
Linda, who believes in "separate but 
equal",  the girls must confront harsh 
truths about race, power, and their 
changing feelings for one another. 

The Tightrope Walkers 
By David Almond 
England, 1960s. Growing up in a 
family of shipbuilders, Dominic is torn 
between the freedom he feels with 
Holly, his bookish next-door neighbor, 
and the brutal charms of Vincent, a 
complex, reckless bully. Dom has to 
decide who he wants to be—and 
then face the consequences.

The Smell of Other People’s Houses 
By Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock 
Alaska, 1970s. Ruth has a secret she 
can’t hide forever. Dora wonders if she 
can ever truly escape where she 
comes from. Alyce tries to reconcile 
her desire to dance with life on her 
family’s fishing boat. Hank and his 
brothers decide it’s safer to run away 
than to stay home—until one ends up 
in terrible danger.

Stories from Hnother [ime Monroe County Library System The Passion of Dolssa by Julie Berry 
France, 1241.  Branded a heretic for her 
mystic visions, Dolssa is on the run to 
escape execution. When Botille rescues 
and hides Dolssa, an unlikely friendship 
blooms -- but Dolssa’s passion and 
Botille’s good intentions could destroy 
the entire village.

These Shallow Graves 
By Jennifer Donnelly
New York, 1900s.  Society’s plans for Jo 
Montfort include little more than an 
advantageous marriage, but she dreams 
of becoming a reporter. When tragedy 
strikes,  Jo’s investigative instincts take 
hold. She finds herself uncovering 
secrets with unexpected allies, barreling 
toward the truth at a deadly pace.

Black Dove, White Raven 
By Elizabeth Wein 
Ethiopia, 1930s.  A white woman 
raising a black adoptive son and a white 
daughter is too often seen as a threat in 
the USA, so the family moves to Ethiopia. 
When their newfound peace is shattered 
by war, teenagers Em and Teo are drawn 
into the conflict. 

X: A Novel by Ilyasah Shabazz 
Massachusetts, 1940s. Malcom's father’s 
been murdered, his mother’s been taken 
away, and his dream of becoming a lawyer 
has gotten him laughed out of school. He 
escapes into a dangerous new lifestyle, 
knowing the freedom he’s found is an 
illusion and he can’t run forever.

Paper Hearts by Meg Wiviott
Occupied Poland, 1944. Amid the 
brutality of Auschwitz during the 
Holocaust, a forbidden gift helps two 
teenage girls find hope, friendship, and 
the will to live. A novel in verse, based 
on a true story.  




