
Still Life with Tornado
A.S. King, 2016

A talented 16-year-old artist slowly 
discovers the history of domestic 
violence behind why her brother left 
the family years earlier and why she 
suddenly cannot make art. (J, S) 

This Is Where it Ends 
Marieke Nijkamp, 2016

Minutes after the principal of Opportunity High School in 
Alabama finishes her speech welcoming the student body 

to a new semester, they discover that 
the auditorium doors will not open and 
someone starts shooting as four teens, 
each with a personal reason to fear 
the shooter, tell the tale from separate 
perspectives. (J, S)
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Three Dark Crowns
Kendare Blake, 2016

In every generation on the island of Fennbirn, a set of triplets 
is born – three queens, all equal heirs to the crown and each 
possessor of a coveted magic. But becoming the Queen 
Crowned isn’t solely a matter of royal birth. Each sister has to 
fight for it. And it’s not just a game of win or lose...it’s life or 
death. (J, S) 

We Are Okay
Nina LaCour, 2017

After leaving her life behind to go to college 
in New York, Marin must face the truth 
about the tragedy that happened in the final 
weeks of summer when her friend Mabel 
comes to visit. (J, S)
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The Great American Whatever
Tim Federle, 2016

Teenaged Quinn, an aspiring screenwriter, 
copes with his sister’s death while his best 
friend forces him back out into the world to 
face his reality. (S)

The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas, 2017

After witnessing her friend’s death at the hands of a police 
officer, Starr Carter’s life is complicated when the police and a 
local drug lord try to intimidate her in an effort to learn  
what happened the night Kahlil died. (J, S) 

The Haters
Jesse Andrews, 2016

A road trip adventure about a trio  
of jazz-camp escapees who, against  
every realistic expectation, become  
a band. (S) 

The Smell of Other People’s 
Houses
Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock, 2016

Growing up in Alaska in the 1970s isn’t 
like growing up anywhere else: Don’t think 
life is going to be easy. Know your place. 
And never talk about yourself. Four vivid 
voices tell intertwining stories of hardship, 
tragedy, wild luck, and salvation. (J, S)

Snow White: A Graphic Novel
Matt Phelan, 2016

In 1928 NYC, Snow’s father is killed and 
her step-mother wants her inheritance, 
so Snow must seek help from strangers 
in the city. (M, J)

Salt to the Sea
Ruta Sepetys, 2016

As World War II draws to a close, refugees 
try to escape the war’s final dangers, only to 
find themselves aboard a ship with a target 
on its hull. (J, S)

The Serpent King
Jeff Zentner, 2016

The son of a Pentecostal preacher faces his personal demons 
as he and his two outcast friends try to make it through 

their senior year of high school in rural 
Forrestville, Tennessee without letting the 
small-town culture destroy their creative 
spirits and sense of self. (S)

All American Boys
Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely, 2015

When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly 
accused of stealing, classmate Quinn 
witnesses his brutal beating at the hands of 
a police officer who happens to be the older 
brother of his best friend. Told through Rashad 
and Quinn’s alternating viewpoints. (J, S)

American Ace
Marilyn Nelson, 2016

Sixteen-year-old Connor tries to help his 
severely depressed father by finding his long 
lost grandfather–who may have been  
a Tuskegee Airman. (M, J, S)

Ghost
Jason Reynolds, 2016

Aspiring to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school’s 
track team, gifted runner Ghost finds his goal challenged by a 
tragic past with a violent father. (M, J)
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