
 

 

PROPOSED RENOVATION PROJECT – MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

www.fairportlibrary.org/about/renovation-project 

1.  What is the cost of this project? 

 The current estimated cost is 4.514 million with a plan to spend $200,000 of reserves to a net estimated 

cost of 4.314 million. The average home that is assessed at $200,000 will have a monthly cost of $2.38. 

2.  Are traditional libraries becoming obsolete with more information available on the internet?    

 Although the library offers more remote electronic services, there are still a large number of people 

coming in the door each day.  In 2013 688,000 items were checked out for the library and only 27,000 

were digital.  Almost 300,000 people visited the library.  Core services are still in high demand. 

 Libraries are a lot more than stacks full of books:  there are programs for all ages; places to find and 

exchange information; DVDs, CDs, digital and internet-based resources; and a focus on early childhood 

literacy.  The library is a community hub.   

o In 2013 over 688,000 items were checked out for the library and only 27,000 were digital.  This 

is an average of 16.7 items for every person in the service area.   

o  Almost 300,000 people visited the library.  Each person in the service area visited an average of 

7 times.   

o Early literacy/reading readiness – 421 programs were held with 9,413 attending.  

o Job search skill building and resources - 50 programs were held, with 812 attending, plus 

numerous other job search tools available in the library. 

o Technology resources and training – formal and informal training and assistance– mainly one on 

one – on a continuous basis.  24 formal sessions were held with 107 attending. There were 

approximate 1500 informal training and assistance transactions. 

o Summer reading incentives for maintaining reading skills over the summer break – 34 programs 

with 1,619 participants. 

o There are approximately 137,450 items in the collection. 

3.  Is there risk or concern for putting money into a building that is leased? 

 We have leased this space since the library first relocated in 1976.  We have looked at options other 

than leasing and found that it hasn’t been feasible to purchase land and build new.  No substantial work 

has been done on the building since 1996. 



 

 The lease is in place to 2028.  Our annual lease rate per square foot is lower than the market rate.  

Parking, plowing, and the outside of the building are not the responsibility of the library. 

4.   What improvements in services will result from an improved facility? 

 There will be more flexibility in children’s programming, with an enlarged programming area in the 

Children’s Room. The Children’s Room will be improved area for children to use the library with their 

parents, grandparents, and caregivers. 

 There will be additional room for teens to use the library for homework and collaborative projects. 

 Comfortable and welcoming space will be available for people to use the library for quiet concentration, 

small group work, and conversations.  The library will have gathering spaces for all ages. 

 The plan includes improved access and infrastructure for technology. 

 This project includes responses to the needs most often expressed in the public survey – natural lighting, 

comfortable space for people of all ages, access to information, access to collections. 

 A new entrance to the library is planned off of Kennelley Park. 

5.  Why was the decision made to stay in the current location? 

 All the surveys have indicated that the majority of the residents of the Fairport School District would like 

the library to remain in the Village, by a wide margin. 

 The Library Board of Trustees investigated many sites in the Village and did a proposal for the one site 

that suited the needs of the library for floor space, parking, and location.  That proposal was voted down 

by the community in 2010. 

 The current location is central to the Village, with adequate parking.  The cost of renovating and staying 

in place is much less than obtaining land and the cost of building new. 

6.   With more library materials becoming digital, is there a need for this much space? 

 The library will adapt as things change.  At this point there is still a strong demand for physical materials.  

There is also a strong demand for library programs and comfortable space to use the library alone and 

with others. The renovation provides for flexibility as we move forward. 
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